The Dundore-Dillman ancestry 

of Bernice Alberta Phillips (nee Dillman), 

in America 



JOHN MIGUEL DUNDORE 



Sex: 


Male 


Birth: 


abtl690 


Death: 


unk 


Buried: 


assumed Alsace-Lorraine 


Father: 


unk 


Mother: 


unk 


Married: 


unk 


Children: 


Jacob Dundore 


HISTORY - 


John Miguel was of French 



Revocation period and settled in the Rhine Provinces Alsace or Lorraine. He was born in about 1690 
and it is assumed he remained in Alsace and never came to America. 

MYSTERY - The surname Dundore is believed to have arrived at it's present spelling after being in 
America it's first 48 years. Records show the following spellings: Dunder - Dundier - Dundare - 
Dunder - Dundeer - Dundor - Dondor - Dondoer . We assume the name to be of French origin 
although it may have been altered in Alsace-Lorraine. 
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SPAIN 



A Short Huguenot History 



The French branch of the Reformation came to be referred to as the Huguenots. In the main 

they followed the teachings of the French-born Reformer John Calvin. 

By the middle of the 1550 's the first congregations became established in France, and 
before the decade was finished there were over 70 churches, which met for their first Synod 
in 1559. In 1559, a sickly fifteen year old Charles IX ascended co the throne. The government 
was run by his mother, Catherine Medicis . Three powerful families contended for supreme power 
in France. Each was territorially based in a section of the country. Two of the families 
developed strong Huguenot sympathies. 

At first, Catherine Medicis tried to promote peace between the Catholics and Protestants 
by granting certain privileges to the Huguenots by means of the Edict of St. Germain (1561). 
The peace became short-lived when on 1st March, 1552 a number of Catholics descended on a 
large Huguenot assembly in Vassy, killing 1200. This ignited the the Wars of Religion which 
would rip apart, devastate, and bankrupt France for the next three decades. 

By August 1570, the Regent Catherine de Medici was forced to declare the Peace of St. Germain 
to prevent the Huguenots from taking Paris. Their leader and spokesman, Gaspard Coligny, 
succeded in obtaining freedom of religious practice in ail cities except Paris. Coligny was 
the Admiral of the French navy as well as Governor of Picardy. He joined the Protestants in 
1559. The Peace of St Germain had illustrated clearly just how much power was vested in the 
Huguenots. The Catholics feared this power and it was decided to eliminate the Huguenots, 
particularly their leaders. With the marriage of Prince Henry of Navarre, a Huguenot, to 
Marguerite Valois (daughter of Catherine Medici) on 23rd and 24th August, 1572 a golden 
opportunity presented itself. It happened during the wedding, when thousands of Huguenots 
converged on Paris for the wedding celebrations. 

At some point during the night of August 23, the decision was taken at the Louvre to kill 
Coligny and the Huguenot leaders gathered around him. Charles IX was certainly there along 
with Catherine de' Medici and Henri d'Anjou. It may not have been originally intended to be 
a general massacre. Charles IX was reputedly badgered into this decision by Catherine and his 
councillors, and when he finally broke he is alleged to have said, "Well, then kill them all 
that no man be left to reproach me." The killing spread into the country side and lasted for 
3 days. The powerful Huguenot Henry of Navarre's life was spared by pretending to support 
the Roman Catholic faith. Despite persecution, Protestantism continued to flourish in Orange, 
Ozes, and especially Nimes even though religious battles occurred regularly. 

When Henry of Navarre (King Henry IV) came to the throne in 1589 he pressed for the basic 
civil rights for the Huguenots although he himself had turned back to Catholicism. The 1598 
Edict of Nantes temporarily brought relief to the persecuted church. However, in 1685 King Louis 
XIV of France revoked the edict. This drove the bulk of the Huguenots out of the country. France 
lost so many highly skilled and industrious people in this "brain and skill drain, " that its 
economy suffered severely. It is estimated that more than 250,000 French fled. Perhaps that 
many more were killed in France before they could flee. v Chief of state Richelieu, whose obsession 
was the unification of all aspects of French society into a form approved by Paris, eventually 
suppressed or destroyed Huguenot communities throughout France. The bloodiest of these 
skirmishes was in the Atlantic coast port of La Rochelle, but also destroyed were the Provencal 
strongholds at Uzes and Les Baux. The holocaust continued until the French Revolution. Many 
Huguenots who did not find their death in local prisons or execution on the wheel of torture, 
were shipped to sea to serve their sentences as galley slaves. They were chained down to row 
galley slave ships which were not part of the French Navy (the French Navy was mostly Huguenot) . 
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(1) JACOB DUNDORE 



Sex: Male 

Birth: 25 July 1 720 - Rhine Province Alsace or Lorraine 

Death: 12 May 1 789 - Bern Township. Berks County. Pennsylvania 

Buried: Bern UCC Churchyard - Bern Church Cemetery - Bern Township 

Berks County, PA - East of Hwy/Rte 183 on Old Bernville Rd 

Father: John Miguel Dundore 

Mother: unk 

Married: Anna Maria Brecht - abt 1 745 

Birth: abt 1724 

Death. abt 1 794 - Bern Township - Berks County. PA 



Children: 2. Maria Catharine - b 19 March 1 749 - d 
3. Susanna - b - d _ 



_ 
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4. John - b 20 March 1 75 1 - d 1 4 October 1 823 

5. Michael - b 4 December 1 754 - d 



6. John Jacob - b 19 March 1 756 - d 22 September 1 82 1 

7. David - b 21 July 1758 - d 

8. Catharine Elizabeth - b 



9. Son - name not known - b 
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In 1741 the British "Friendship"* docked in the colonial city of Philadelphia at what is known 

today as Perm's Landing. Aboard were Jacob Dundore and his brother John from the Alsace- w 

Lorraine area of Europe. The "Friendship's" voyage began at Rotterdam Port in the Netherlands 

and the two brothers probably boarded at Strassburge on the edge of Alsace and its chief city, 

Eischweiler, Pflaz. Jacob's age was listed as 18 years, probably a passenger list error or perhaps 

deceit by Jacob to obtain a cheaper fare. John is not listed by name, probably because 

passengers under 16 were not listed that way. 

In the early 1700's England enticed many disgruntled inhabitants of the upper Rhineland area 
called the "Palatinate" to strike out for freedom and land in Pennsylvania. Sturdy German labor 
was needed to make the colonies a success and of the estimated 500,000 immigrants that made 
the voyage, many were Huguenots. Unlike the majority of these new world seekers, Jacob and 
John seemed to have paid their way up front in cash and therefore avoided being indentured to 
work their debt off on someone else's farm. As they migrated from Philadelphia, west into 
Berks County, they probably labored as "knechts", farmhands who basically lived with their 
employers for room and board and very little cash. 

Being treated unjustly by the people of Philadelphia who called them the "Palatines", many 
Palatinates moved west and by the time Jacob and John bought their Berks County property from 
the William Perm descendents, hard to farm rocky land was all that was left. About 1745, Jacob 
had met and married Anna Maria and John had taken Maria Dorothe as his wife and by 1 750, 
both men owned land. The brothers, separated by 1 or more miles, kept in contact with each 
other as their families grew and their farms progressed. The records of the Host Church of 
Tulpehocken Township of Berks County show them sponsoring each others children at babtisms. 
This meant long journeys by horseback between Tulpehocken and Pine Grove Township through 
the gap of Berks Counties' Blue Mountain. 

Jacob and Anna Maria had 8 children as their fortunes grew, but John's farm failed in 1758 and 
he was forced to sell his land and move south of his brother into Lancaster County, eventually 
settling in York County. As time went on, both families lost contact with each other. 

In 1 760, after being in the colonies the required amount of time and also meeting the religious 
requirements, Jacob "Dundor"** was naturalized by the "Supream Court"*** sitting in 
Philadelphia as a subject of Great Britain. Loyalties soon changed, however, as 1 7 years later, 
Jacob, an astute businessman, sold and delivered food and supplies to General Washington's 
army at Valley Forge (1777-78). He continued to do so for the duration of the American 
Revolution. 

In 1771, Jacob bought an additional farm, 246 acres in all, several miles east of his Tulpehocken 
homestead east of Bemville Township in Berks County. It was on this farm that Jacob died in 
1 789. Today. Jacob along with many of his family, is buried in the Bern Church graveyard near 
where his Bernville farm was once located. His wife, Anna Maria's grave marker, originally of 
sandstone material has long since disappeared, but by looking at the pattern of the Dundore 
graves, it is apparent she is buried next to Jacob. 
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It is believed that unlike other American surnames, if you are in any way an American 
descendent of a Dundore, you are the direct blood descendent of Jacob. 







Old Bern Church Graveyard where Jacob and Anna Maria 

and family members are buried 

Bern Reformed and Lutheran Church 

Founded 1736 Bern Township 

Today known as United Church of Christ - Bernville, PA 
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* STRASSBURGER, RALPH BEAVER, Pennsylvania German Pioneers: A Publication 
of the Original Lists of Arrivals in the Port of Philadelphia from 1727 to 1808. Edited by 
William John Hinke, Norristown, PA: Pennsylvania German Society, 1934 3 vols. Vols.l 
& 3 reprinted by Genealogical Pub.Co.. Baltimore, 1964 Repr. 1983 Vol. 1 1727-1775 776 p. 
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It appears the Dundore name was spelled several different ways in filed documents 
pertaining to either Jacob or John. "Dundore" eventually became the family spelling. 

*** Genealogy Record of the Dundore Family in America - Compiled by Nathan Dundore 
Philadelphia 1881 



There is no photograph of the original Bern Reformed Church built in 1736. 
When Jacob first attended this church, in the 1770's, he would have worshipped 

In the original log built structure. 
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Nathan Dundore photographed the second church building while 

compiling his Dundore record in 1875. 

Bern Reformed and Lutheran Church built in 1837. 
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This photograph is of the 3 rd church built on the exact same location 

as it appeared April, 2010 

United Church of Christ - Bernville, PA 
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BROTHER JOHN'S FAILED FARM 

<-, 

Acquiring his farm in the location that he did, John Dundore. (l)Jacob's brother, more or 
less sealed his fate. Excerpts taken from Reverend I. Noble Dundore's family history 
explains how. 

John secured from the Penn Proprietary 's, patent to a tract of 125 acres in "Pine Grove 
Township ". Berks County was created in I 752. Its territory stretched indefinitely 
northward beyond the Blue Mountains and was divided into 27 districts, two of which 
were named Pine Grove and Tulpehocken. Pine Grove was a place on the Swatara 
Creek, where it cut through the Blue Mountains into the Lebanon Valley. The summer 
hills are the watershed between the Swatara and Tulpehocken Creek basins. 

A notation in the babtismal register of Host Church affords a clue to the general location 
of the land grant John Dundore got from the Penn people. The pastor records babtisms 
done on the other side of the Blue Mountains, among them a child of John and Maria 
Dorethea Dundore. Uncle Jacob and Aunt Ana Maria sponsored the baby and to do so 
must have had a long and arduous trip to span the distance between their home in the 
summer hills and John 's home on the other side of Blue Mountains. It took them through 
the pass where the town of Pine Grove now stands and that, very likely on horseback. So 
the two brothers Dundore kept in affectionate contact with each other after marriage. 

Brother John did not prosper like Jacob. The property he acquired about the same time 
Jacob acquired his did not make him rich. Grants from the Penn Proprietor)' 's were not 
entirely for free. They were conditional terms which, though easy, John could not fulfill. 
That would be understandable. The land he got no doubt was virgin wilderness. It would 
have to be cleared before it could be farmed and that would take time and terrific labor. 
Once the farm was in production, marketing the produce was next to impossible because 
of the remoteness of the location. There were no sizable towns nearby, nor any navigable 
streams to float crops to Philadelphia. 

John probably did not know that he had more than a patch of wilderness that required 
such tiresome labor of hacking and grubbing to subdue it into cropland that it was hardly 
worth the effort. Beneath his feet was the potential of fabulous wealth, a vein of 
anthracite coal. It was just black rock curious for being flammable. 

The Indians, resenting the white man 's deeper and deeper inroads into their hunting 
grounds and egged on by the French, were on the warpath. John 's land was on the edge 
of white habitation and thus very vulnerable to attack. All around him settlers were 
being burned out and massacred. Recently an old letter was found written by an officer 
named Busse of the regiment of rangers under Col. Conrad Weiser reporting that Indians 
had struck John Dundore 's properly on January 29, 1 756. 

John Dundore and his family managed to conceal themselves from the Indians, and when 
it appeared to be safe to do so returned to their home to find that the marauders had 
burned their stable. Being the dead of winter, that very likely meant the loss of livestock 



as well as building. What other depredations they committed is not known. It seems as 
though John never recovered sufficiently from this disaster to do what it took to clinch 
title to the tract given him by the Perm 's. The Indian menace impeded the effort. The 
Swatara Gap was their warpath into the Lebanon Valley whenever they chose to raid for 
slaughter and plunder. The provincial government was too weak to plug up the hole. 
For years, the settlers lived in constant fear of sporadic Indian ambush. Nobody knew 
whom their savage fancy would choose for their next victim. 

Apparently these difficult conditions broke the will of John Dundore to hang on and hold 
out. If his patent was in danger of reverting to the Penn 'sfor default of terms, he needed 
only to ask his brother Jacob for help and it would be forthcoming. He was not 
interested in retaining his holding because of its exposure to the Indians. He wanted to 
get out from under the shadow of fear. So he put his property up for sale and found a 
buyer in one Mathias Razer. On June 26, 1 762, he relinquished his homestead by deed to 
this man. 

Upon selling their land, John and Maria Dorethea Dundore moved south through Berks 
County deep into Lancaster County. The brothers had separated for good, thus creating 
two of the three Dundore family branches, the Bern Branch and the John Dundore 
Branch. 
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(1) JACOB DUTVDORE'S TWO FARMS 

Sometime before 1754. Jacob and Anna Maria Dundore bought their first tract of land 
from the William Perm descendants. Once again sighting the Reverend I. Noble Dundore 
Family History. 

Nathan Dundore, in his "Dundore Record", calls the land Jacob Dundore acquired near 
Host Church a "farm ", but the nature of the terrain, the much more than homestead size 
of the tract (400 A), and the modesty of the price for which it was sold (300 pounds) 
disqualify it for the title of "farm ". In the article of conveyance to ValentineHeberling, 
(1 785) it is stated that included in the sale was a water-powered saw mill. That tells 
what sort of farming Jacob did there. He harvested trees and sawed them into lumber. 

There was doubtless a ready market for saw mill products. Hewing logs for the body, the 
rafters, and the joists of a building could be done with reasonable celerity with ax and 
adze. Splitting short sections of log into shingles with afroe and dressing them with a 
draw knife on a " schnitzelhank" was relatively easy. But making planks for doors, door- 
jams, windows casings and flooring with ax and adze was a formidable undertaking. 
Sawing them out with a two-man rip saw would be an interminable job. A power saw 
mill was just the thing. There were plenty of streams sizable enough to be dammed up for 
water power. Jacob Dundore had an eye for business. He made a handsome fortune out 
of his "farm " of woods on the agriculturally worthless Summer Hills. That this was a 
lucrative business may be judged by the tombstone of Valentine Heberling in the oldest 
portion of the Host Church Cemetery. It is the most substantial marker there, still in tact 
and legible whereas most of them have disintegrated or weathered into illegibility. 
Heberling must have done as well for himself as Dundore had done. 

Jacob, however, had competition. Records show several sawmills operating along the 
Swatara and other formidable creeks. At some time in the 1 770 's, Jacob took Valentine 
Heberling on as a business partner at the sawmill. Although he had bought an additional 
farm and moved to it in the early 1 770's, Jacob's partner did not buy him out until 1785. 

Between 1726 and 1732, Stephen Brecht, his brothers, Michael and Johannes, and 
Stephen's 2 sons, David and Wendel immigrated to Berks County. Because of their early 
arrival, the family was able to obtain prime farmland and all seemed to prosper. In 1 770. 
Wendel Brecht sold 1 77 of his 213 acres to Jacob Miller, another Palatinate immigrant 
who already owned 69 adjacent acres. Perhaps Jacob Miller bit off more than he could 
chew or saw a good chance of making a quick profit, but in 1 771 he sold all his 246 acres 
to Jacob Dundore. 






Jacob moved on to his new farm and managed to get it under cultivation just in time to 
profit from selling food and feed to the Continental Army at Valley Forge and throughout 
the duration of the war. When Jacob died at his Bernville Farm in 1789, his son (4) John 
received the land. John in turn passed the land down to his son (11) John Adam whom 
when he died, passed the property to his sons (31) Samuel and (32) Adam. The farm 
stayed in the Dundore family until about 1911 when both brothers had died. 



AGNES FLOODS BERKS COUNTY 

Around 1910-15, Jacob Dundore's Bemville farm passed into the hands of the 
Hottenstein family. They lived and worked the farm up to around the time in 1972 when 
tropical storm Agnes brought torrential rains to eastern Pennsylvania. Berks County 
experienced heavy flooding and millions of dollars in property damage. The Army Corps 
of Engineers were brought in to attempt to stop any future problems. The Corps designed 
an earthen dam across the Tulpehocken Creek which drains a 175 mile area upstream 
from the Brecht-Dundore-Hottenstein farm. By building the darn, they created an 1 1 
billion gallon reservoir now called the Blue Marsh Recreation Area. Unfortunately, 
Jacob Dundore's fine farmland became part of this 28,000 acre lake area. 

Because of the historical significance of the 200 year old farmstead, the Corps found 200 
acres of high dry land about 2 miles distant, and moved all six of the original buildings 
there. In order to do so, the Amish of Lancaster County were hired to disassemble and 
reassemble the buildings. Because of their 1 8 Century lifestyle, they were fully 
acquainted with the techniques of building with logs and pitch. 



.. 





Coday Blue Marsh Lake covers the fertile land of Jacob Dundore's 

Bemville Farm - In the distance are the Blue Mountains. 

Tulpehocken in Indian means "Land of the Turtles" 



Today the "Old Dry Road Farm" or the "Brecht-Dundore-Hottenstein" complex is on the 
National Register of Historic Places and continues to be useful. School children are 
taken to this living history and educational center and shown the daily life of a working 
farm in the 18 th and 19 lh centuries. 
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In 1973, the Army Corps of Engineers photographed and blueprinted 
the six buildings of the Dundore farm before disassembling them. 
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"Speicher's" or spring houses 
had water running through a 
basement trough. These 
buildings were used for food 
preparation and refrigeration. 



At age 22, 3 rd generation (30) 
Jacob Dundore wrote his name 
on the side of the spring house. 
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1 . John and Maria Dorethea Dundore"s failed farm 

2. Jacob Dundore's homestead and saw mill 
Jacob powered his mill with water from the 
Swatara Creek 

3. Host Church area where Dundore babtisms 
took place 

4. Location of John Dundore's 2 nd farm now 
part of Blue Marsh Lake 

5. Bern Church and Cemetery 

6. Location of Jacob's 2 nd farm after it was 
moved by the Army Corps of Engineers 
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Below are the six Dundore farm buildings 
carefully reassembled by the Army Corps 
of Engineers and their Amish experts. 




■w/ 



Spring House 



Another Dundore Speicher 
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Smoke House 



Grain Barn 



Dundore farm house 



Barn 
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(4) JOHN DUNDORE 



Sex: Male 

Birth: 20 March 1 75 1 - Tulpekocken Township, Berks County, PA 

Death: 4 October 1823 

Buried: Bern UCC Churchyard - Bern Church Cemetery - Bern Township 

Berks County, PA - East of Hwy/Rte 183 on Old Bernville Rd 
Father: (1) Jacob Dundore 
Mother: Anna Maria Dundore (Brecht) 
Married: Catherine Geiss 1 8 April 1775 - Christ's Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Stouchsburg, Marion Twnshp., Berks Co, 
Birth: 23 December 1753 

Death: 12 January 1 827 - Bern Township - Berks County, PA 
Buried: Bern UCC Churchyard 
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Children: 10. John Jacob, b. Aug. 13, 1776 d. Oct. 23, 1861 

1 1 . John Adam, b. Aug. 2, 1 778, d. June 1 7, 1 850 

12. John, b. June 30, 1780, d. April 14, 1858 

13. Catharine, b. Nov. 24, 1782, d. Jan. 17, 1840 

14. Frederick, b. April 30, 1786, d. Aug. 30, 1864 

15. John George, b. Oct. 6, 1 788, d. Dec. 24, 1 803 

16. Philip, b. Feb. 28, 1791, d. Oct. 5, 1867 

17. Christian, b. June 6, 1793, d. Oct. 1 1. 1872 

18. Elizabeth, b. March 10, 1794, d. about 1867 

(4) John, the first American born male of (1) Jacob and Anna Maria was born in 
Tulpekocken Township, Berks County, PA March 20, 1751 and died October 14, 1823, 
preceding his wife, Catherine, by 4 years. He farmed his entire life, first on his father's 
farm in Tulpehocken Township and then at Bern Township. He inherited the Bern farm 
when his father Jacob died in 1789. 



(4) John Dundore is our direct 
Revolutionarv War ancestor. 




John and Catherine (Geiss) raised 9 children, his second son 1_L John Adam, inheriting 
the Bern farm in 1823. Both John and Catherine died in their 70's and are buried side by 
side in the Bem Cemetery. 



TIME TAKES IT TOLL 
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Catherine 




John 



These are the grave markers 
of John and Catherine Dundore. 
They aren't bad photo's, but 
sandstone worn to the point of 
almost being illegible. Time has 
also discolored them greatly. 
Along with the flag on John's 
grave is a weathered bronze 
medallion honoring him for his 
patriotic service in the 
Revolutionary War. 
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THE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 



The general assembly, of Pennsylvania, June 12, 1 777, passed an act requiring the men 
of the state to take an oath of allegiance and fidelity to the state. This was necessary 
owing to the loosely joined federation of states in rebellion against the King and to 
having no constitution; the test oath showing who would openly stand for the new 
government. This oath required great courage on the part of those who took it, for if the 
revolutionary cause should fail, their property would surely be confiscated and they, 
themselves, be imprisoned. In some counties of the State many declined to take the oath, 
but in Berks County, nearly every man took it. 

The system of supplying men was simple and effective. It was carried on in such a 
manner as to render assistance to the government without the people suffering losses. 
The time of service was short and many returned and attended to their crops, upon which 
the army depended for forage and supplies and that their families might not starve, and 
went out again. Others offended against discipline and went home to attend to their 
affairs before their terms of service expired and almost invariably returned when a fight 
was impending. Through this method, several hundred militiamen were kept in the field 
continuously, from Berks County, to reinforce the operations of the regular line under 
General Washington. 
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The Berks County militiamen all of whom took the oath of allegiance, guarded prisoners, 
were in the campaign in New Jersey; while Washington 's army was at Valley Forge they 
reinforced it and assisted the militia of other counties in patrolling and guarding the 
open country between Schuylkill and Delaware Rivers, and also participated in the 
battles ofBrandywine and Germantown. 



Of the 6, 000 men of Berks County, who served in the Revolutionary War as associators, 
militiamen, or long term continentals, scarcely two-thirds of their names are on record. 
Missing names may occasionally turn up, but the bulk of them will never be found. * 

We are fortunate to have historical records of both (4) John Dundore and his brother, 
6. Jacob joining the Berks County militia.** John joined Conrad Eckerd's 6 th Company, 
4' Battalion of Col. Nicholes Lutz in 1 777 as a Private. It appears that John may have 
taken a long term commitment for he is mentioned as being a sergeant at Valley Forge in 
the winter of 1777-78. References are also made to him driving a supply wagon to and 
from the supply depot at Reading, Pennsylvania, the same depot his father (1) Jacob 
probably sold and delivered supplies to. 






* Blue Book of Schuylkill County War of the Revolution 

** Berks County Fine Book Pages 26 and 43 - PA German Society Vol. 15, Page 38, 
1904 Edition - Vol. 6, Page 31 1 Pennsylvania Archives, 3 rd Ser. 



Not much is known about what (^Jacob did during the war. He enlisted in Captain 

Soder's 5 th Company of the 3 rd Battalion of the Bern/Berks County Militia in 1777. 

It is likely that both brothers fought at 

Brandywine and Germantown before 

going into winter camp at Valley Forge. 

At least 60% of the troops at Valley 

Forge were from Pennsylvania. Its also 

possible they were involved in the 

Patriot victory at Mammouth, New 

Jersey in the early summer of 1 778. 

After their service, (4) John and 6. Jacob 

returned to farming. Jacob purchased 

land on the south side of Tulpehocken 

Creek in Heidelberg Township. Because 

of this, the third branch of the Dundore 

family came into being. 

Today they are know/? as the Bern descendents, the (1) John Dundore descendents 

and the Heidelberz descendents. 
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ABOUT VALLEY FORGE 



After defeats at Brandywine in September and Germantown in October, General 
Washington moved his army into winter camp at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, 20 miles 
northwest of Philadelphia, close enough to watch the British and on good defensive 
ground. His men immediately went to work building close to 2,000 12-man log cabins. 
Over the winter many left for their homes while over 2,500 died from disease bringing 
their numbers down from 12 to 6,000. Nonetheless, warm and secure in their cabins and 
well trained by Baron Friedrich W.A. von Steuben of Prussian fame they persevered, and 
were drilled into an elite military fighting force. In the spring of 1 778 their ranks swelled 
to over 20,000 men and with France recognizing an independent America, the tide of the 
war turned against the British. 
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BARON VON STEUBEN TRAINING THE TROOPS 









(16) PHILIP DUNDORE 



Sex: Male 

Birth: 28 February 1 79 1 - Bern Township, Berks County, PA 

Death: 5 October 1 867 - Wheatland Township, Will County, IL 

Buried: Unk. 

Father: (4) John Dundore 

Mother: Catherine Dundore (Geiss) 

Married: Maria Woods 

Born: 2 April 1797 - Bern Township. Berks County. PA 

Death: 12 August 1 861 - Wheatland Township, Will County, IL 

Buried: Unk. 
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Children: 56. Leah, b. March 20, 1810 

57. Elizabeth, b. July 30, 1813 

58. Mary, b. December 3, 1817, d. July 29, 1856 

59. Rebecca, b. December 19, 1819 

60. Sarah, b. October 18, 1822 

61 . Rachel, b. December 2, 1 825 

62. Esther, b. March 12, 1827 

63. John. b. October 7. 1 830. d. December 20, 1 840 

64. William, May 14. 1833, d. January 3, 1871 

65. Philip Yost, b. May 18, 1836 

66. Hannah, b. February 20. 1840 

(16) Philip Dundore most likely spent his early life on the family farm in Bern Township, 
east of Bernville, PA. Records show him living in Pennsylvania in 1 830, along with 
Maria and 7 of their 1 1 children. We can assume their 8 £ child 61 John was born there 
also shortly after the 1830 census was taken. 

In about 1831 , Philip and his family moved to Green Township. Stark County, Ohio. 
There, the last of their children 64 William, 65. Philip Yost and 66. Hannah was born. 
Thus, Philip became the first of our direct ancestors to migrate west. 

Land records show that Philip moved to Lawrence County, IL purchasing 40 acres of 
farmland in 1843 and again in 1848. 

In 1860, Philip is listed with Maria, his wife and children 65. Philip Yost and 66^ Hannah 
living in Wheatland Township, Will County, Illinois. The next year, Maria Dundore 
(Woods) died at 64 years, preceding Philip Dundore. who died at 76 years in the year 
1867. 
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Source Information: U.S. General Land Office Records, 1796-1907 

Issue Date: 10 Mar 1843 State of Record: Illinois Acres: 40 

Accession Number: IL3020_226 Metes and Bounds: No Land Office: Palestine 

Canceled: No Mineral Reservations: No 

Authority: April 24, 1820: Sale-cash entry (3 stat. 5 66 Document No.: 14439 
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(64) WILLIAM H DUNDORE 



Sex: Male 

Birth: 14 May 1833 - Green Township, Stark County, OH 

Death: 29 December 1 870 - Chicago - Cook County, IL 

Buried: Graceland Cemetery - Chicago, IL 

Father: ( 1 6) Philip Dundore 

Mother: Maria Dundore (Woods) 

Married: Rebecca Cochran - 5 February 1 852 

Birth: abt 1 November 1 833 - Ohio 

Death: 1 2 April 1 9 1 4 - 2 1 06 Grace St., Chicago, IL 

Buried: Oakridge Cemetery - Hillside, IL 

Children: 235. Elizabeth, b. January 2, 1852 d. May 1 5, 1 873 

236. Mary, b. September 17, 1855 

237. Sarah, b. March 15, 1857 d. February 1, 1884 

238. John M, b. December 16, 1859 d. July 30, 1890 

239. Truman Jacob, b. February 22, 1862 d. April 29, 1892 

240. Aaron, b. June 26, 1865 d. March 7, 1933 

240a. William H. b. December 18, 1869 d. March 26, 1930 



- 



(64) William Henry Dundore, son of (16) Philip, was born May 14, 1833 in Green 
Township, Stark County, Ohio. When he was about 9 years of age his family moved to 
Lawrence County, Illinois in the vicinity of Bowl and Birds Township. There he met 
Ohio born Rebecca Cochran and married on February 5. 1 852. 



.. 



William's father and family had moved to Will County, IL and William, Rebecca and 
their growing family followed, settling in Salina Township, Kankakee, IL. There 
William farmed on rented land owned by Jacob M. Hertz. 

In the 1860 U.S. Census, William is listed in Salina with Rebecca, Elizabeth 9 years, 
Mary 6 years, Sarah 3 years and John 1 year. On August 8, 1 862, 6 months after his son, 
Jacob Truman was born; he enlisted in the Illinois Volunteer Infantry at Salina. He is 
described as light complected, 5 feet 8-3/4 inches tall with gray eyes and brown hair. 

After being mustered in for a 3 year period, he was sent with Company I 76 Regiment, 
Illinois to Columbus, Kentucky. Given Enfield rifles and some training, his Company 
was then sent to Holly Springs, Mississippi near the Tallahatchie River. There, due to a 
persistent cough and cold, William was sent to an Army hospital in Jackson, Tennessee 
from September 2 to September 4, 1 862. 

Upon hospital release, William caught up with his Company at Bolivar, TN. and shortly 
thereafter lost his fore and middle finger in a shooting accident. The loss of these fingers 
was the reason William was given his disability discharge on November 24, 1962. 

/ 



William returned home and went back to farming, but soon was forced to quit. His 
persistent cough was lung disease. Leaving Salina, William headed towards Chicago, IL 
around 1 865, most likely to find a less demanding job. The 1 870 Census lists him 
working in a broom factory. By December 29, 1 870 William has died. 

While living in Chicago, William and Rebecca had become active in the Evangelical 
Association. Perhaps they helped the widow Rebecca and her children put food on the 
table. At this time, 7 of her 9 children were still at home, 2 having died. 

About 1887, the United States altered its pension standards and Rebecca was able to file 
an application for a widow's pension. She has certain requirements that have to be met. 
The two most challenging is: 

Proving William was healthy before entering the Army and was sick coming out 

Proving the birthdates of her children 

(Complicated by the fact that the family Bible with critical dates was lost in the 

Great Chicago Fire of October, 1 871) 

Through a series of affidavits. Rebecca gets her widow's pension of $8.00 per month and 
is listed in the 1900 Census as living at 147 Menominee Street, Chicago, IL. In 1914, 
while living her son Aaron, at 21 06 Grace St., Chicago, Rebecca's dies. 
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> <****- ^ <^~_ **£^ S&^gpf Captain / 

Company, [ J2f ], of the U&u+e^sZr ,<?-^, / l / %^ Kcgiment of United States 
fo/j$*/<C~, was enlisted by ^ /^T ^St**? - ■ , of 

the //^J^egimcntof M ^ jUfi ^ ^aAr,^_ J^ 
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• months said soldier has been unfit for duty VV" days. - {Here emmitdireetiant <m Fom\z,p.v&,paT.\zxi, 

'.' j). 344, Itec. Awj flej.) ' 
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I cEKTifY, that I have carefully examined the said //Zs&sa-*?^/ «e^«<&* c^~t^_^ of 
Captain iS fi—tx dLj? > Company, and find him incapable of performing the duties of a 

Soldier because Of (Here eoiwdl par. ]2A0,/>. 284.; aim, par.\63$,p. 405, and direction on Form I3,p. 325, Rev. Army Regulation;) .. . 
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BUREAU OF PENSIONS, 



-L.»lCK-Jou wi 




'Uy?-L <Z.0 r issy. 



SIR: 



I have the honor to request that you will furnish from the records of 
the War Department a fall Report as to the service, disability, and hospital treatment of 

$^f^4§^^^--2i^^^ _ t wh0i u is claimed> eulisted 

: -~*JfzU&.t..%.-.-., 18 (*tt ana" served 



v, A<V 



as i/. sxf±j 

- / also in Co.. 



| \:^i..Re g -t...iii.ad^^ 
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and was discharged at.. rrr. Ql/), <- tvPf 

iWtile serving in Co..... , Meg't... Jie was dUahUcl by 
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and was treated in hospitals of which the names, location, and dates of treatment arc as 
follows; 
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Very respect f ally , 



. 



The Adjutant General, V. S. Army. 
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ACT OF JUNE 27, 1890. 
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CLARATION FOR WIDOW'S PENSION, 






County or. 



On this... 



JlH 



day of.. 



cu^^ 



, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and 



.... , personally appeared hefore me a.. 



^«"«^&»^^ 



ninety, - 

within and for the county and State aforoaid,.V<sjJlfca»|kSU^ aeed 3"^ "" • 

who, being duly sworn according to law, declares that she is the widow of. .JvO yOoU^OLA-A^ _ 

^-i^^^^_ wh0 enlisted under that name, at /4-.*X^^^_~ L _k^ 
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day of.. 
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th4i ' being no legal barrier to said marriage... / " N - 

and if iw, bow dlMolved.) « 

That she has not remarried since the death of the said soldier. That she is without other means of sup- 
port than her daily labor. That the names aud dates of birth of all the children of U» soldier, now living 



and under sixteen years of age are as follows : 
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.heretofore applied for pension and the number of her former application is 



That she makes this 



That she has 

' irm/ 7-' 

(iWcmreful lo 1UI Ulia pan of Uio Ulauk corrvolly, if uouibic 

declaration for the purpose of being placed on the pension roll of the United States under the provisions of 
the Act of June 27, 1890. 



V 



...She hereby appoints LOUIS K. CILLSON & CO.. OK CHICAGO, 



ILLINOIS,' her>ue and lawful attorneys to prosecute her claim. That her postoffice address 
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County of 
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Z/ 7 In the matter of claim 



of /fcil^lX^^ 3# ^C~ 

1 " ' Nnme una relationship of Mnlmnnt. (/ / 




/at 



te ,/^/-ir£ of Co x$... /£.. Re<s't,J^&^-^ r ' c ^. Wols.y personally came 




before me, a.— sh***.*. «««<»*•*» 



Here write the name of the witness, or of onoh witness 



aforesaid - 



postoffice addrqti is. JllLJ/lMl&m^xUd,... 



a/w{ i£...^^rL^r.:.?J in and for the County and State 

iry. "cierit or Deputy Clerk. 
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Justice, Sojfl jyj-^lfr lc orjjepuly Clqrk. 

tlic name of Hie witness, or of cncli witness. 




..Vols., personally crime 
and for the County and State 



...whose 



..County of.. 




It ::nk. 

before me, a... 

aforesaid.. 

post office address 

and State 

that.,^1 ^&t^>j 



...person of lawful age, who, being duly sworn, declare-S 
no interest in ihs above, named claim, and '■... 
not concerned in its prosecution, and^^*—£l- 
claim as follows : 
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State of. *■? y&^sdt^Sh, 

County of. ^....^~^~^l1^ 



In the matter of claim. 



In the case of^ 



Itrt^&z*/' 




i^jate ..fk+^fiM^fJCiszof CoS=^ y/& Re 

ore me, rt^^^j^^' 



Name of Soldier. 

^<?—.. _ .r^>- Vols. , personally came 



. 



befor 



in and for the County and State 

/ Justice, Notary, Clerk or Deputy Clerk. . - 
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~postoffi.ee address is ' '— . 

and State of ^^^^^etX^... 

that._ 



on of the witness, or of each witness. 



.whose _ 
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.County of.. 



(Lo-o^tf 



personfof laivful age, who, being duly sworn, declare. 

'Z^C^ no interest in tlie- above named claim, and _^?^r~r. 



not concerned -in its prosecution, an 




further state.**., in relation to said 
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prosecution of this claim~ ~ ~-~. " . . .*=* * , r~n 



{ a- I 



Same of officefte/ore whom eiecutt 
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GENERAL AFFIDAVIT. 

State o/.^r^^^r^-^ 



County of J 



Cr^Xj> 



ss: 



for... 



In the matter of claim 

^.jfojtjf£ tu* 



J* the case «f V^^^ J^m^W^^ ^ >f^/ fo, ^A*^ 

\ntne nmi roiattoniOiki of Cliilmnnt. 



t,tfe i^v, 0/ G'oF^U , ... r .E Se/'*.. ..^L?.r 



tote.. 







Justice, Notary, Clerk or Deputy Clerk, 
ft 



aforesaid 



post-office address is 



Name of Soldier. 

> 

* Vols., p e ra m baLk y —o w me* 
in and for the County and State 

whose 



Here write the name of the witness, or of euch witness 



'ountyof >^L^. 



and State o/'^r ; -^ <5v - ..person -of I awful age, who, being duly sworn, declare' 

in relation tp^the •aforesaid claim., as follows: * 








y^X) .. 0y« — -^Ss 
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further declare that Sr J 



and 



no interest in said claim 



not concerned in its prosecution. 



(&-1! either affiant sign by X mark, then two persons who write 

their names MLST slun here as witnesses thereto. 



2 >. 



Signature of 
Affiant or of 
each Affiant. 
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well known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and who, being duly sworn, declared in relation to aforesaid 







follows: 



[Note— Affiants should stato how they gain a knowledge of the facts to wbioh/hoy testify.] 
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its prosecution. 
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; erased, and the weirds 
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affiant , including the words 



cqaain 




'*?., with its content* before. 



executed too some. I furtbor certify that I am in 
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his signature thereunto is genuine. /' 4r/* 
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Ninu of Soldier. 

— . .LYols., personally came 
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Sworn, to and Subscribed before me, this 




fcr; in tJie County of. 



and I hereby certify that tlie contents of t)ie foregoing affidavit 
were fully made known and explained to the affiant before swearing hereto, including'the words 



It any words have been eraaed-!a-thi*.aaid&vlt 1 -ei)tor thcm-hsro— 
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Tf any words havo been added In place of any erased, enter them here. 
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-~to me ivell known ,a»d,,,.*~C 



^■...apparently respectable, 
and worthy of full credit; and I furtlier certify that I liave no interest, direct or indirect, in the 
prosecution of this claim. 
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GENERAL AFFIDAVIT,. 



(1 



In tlte matter 1 of claim 



' State of ^J2£^^IH>> | 

Covuxty of..Moy^^:ii- j "' f n -^77 r *J~ jA*** ^** — JSTo^J^Z^f 

in the case of .ZZzJ??^ tf~ P^^X? A2? 

(Name and relajadnthip of Claimant.) /! 




(Nairn: of Soldier.) • ^ r . 

Vols., personally eame before me, a 



in and for the County and State aforesaid 



U^C^V^V C-ir CJ/T-t /^CUc\. 




/i^y^o 




.whose postoffiee address 
State' of 






person— of lawful age, who, being duly sworn, declare in relation to the aforesaid claim, asfolllows : 
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■Cj „ .J fri4 fu\ &*IA~4 i , fa (A« Count* 0/ --.^S-jfe^t^fee^ 
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State of 
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known and explained to the affiant before swearing hereto, including the words- 



and I her Ay certify that the contents of the foregoing affidavit were fully made 




(If any word* have been erased in this affidavit, enter liiern here.) 
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__ erased, and the words 



ilf any words liavc lieen added in place of any erased, enter therrt here.] « 

added; that the affian^J^^^ to me well known and ^f^rr^r. apparently respectable and worthy of full credit-, 

(Is or are.) (Is or are.} 

and I further eertify that I have no interest, direct or indirect, in the prosecution of this claim 
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Certificate JVo Z.CS..HA.T. 

cuss - n ^.9lA£*ll%..l9Q§_ 

Pensionery.lOMJ &£&-- c ^^ty^cL</>r€j. 

Soldier .tijdlJU.asyy^.A / cKjlo? t c/*7<J>__ 
Service\3^}tl(>lJ^__£L*J... 

The Commissioner of Pensions. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to report that the name of 
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paid at ^..Zi, tchiilA !.91i_ 
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mm6ofSU.. t ^^QA^jLJjJ...Lli.% 



211.1.. 




Ml... 







4Z. 
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(64) WILLIAM H DUNDORE'S YANKEE COHORTS 



. 



******* 

******* 




****** 
******* 




******* 


^^ mm ^^ 



33. William E Dundore - Bern Branch 
Born: abt 1831 



William E enlisted in Company D 100 th Regiment Illinois on August 1, 1862 in Will 
County, Illinois. His Company was organized at Camp Irwin, Joliet, IL on August 30. 
On September 2, it became part of the Army of Kentucky. From there, it began to fight. 

Battles Fought Fought on 30 May 1864. 

Fought on 27 Nov 1862 at Nashville, TN. Fought on 14 Jun 1864 at Kenesa\v_Mountajn, GA. 

Fought on 31 Dec 1862 at Stones River, TN. Fought on 20 Jun 1864 at Kenesaw Mounta in, GA. 

Fought on 2 Jan 1863 at Stones River, TN. Foug ht on 2 3 Jun 1864 a t Kenesaw Mountain, GA. 

Fought on 10 Sep 186 3 at Chicka mauga, GA. Fought on 2 7 Jun 1864 at Kenesaw Mountain. GA. 

Fought on 20 Sep 1863 aiChickamauga, GA. Fought on 22 Jul_j864 at Atlanta, GA. 



Fought on 24 Nov 1863 at Ch attanooga. TN. 
Fou ght on 25 Nov 1863 at Missionary Ridge. TN. 
Fought. on. 25_Nov 1°°3 at Chattanooga, TN. 
Fought on 10 May 1864 at Rocky Face Ridge. GA. 
Fought on 30 Ma)' 1864 at Dallas, GA. 



On July 22, 1 864, William E was killed by a bursting shell at Atlanta, GA. He is buried 
at the Georgia National Cemetery in Canton, GA. 



61 . William E Dundore - Heidelberg Branch 
Bora: November 6, 1839 

William E enlisted in Company A Pennsylvania 167 th Infantry Regiment on November 
10, 1862. Wounded in action, he was mustered out of the service on August 12, 1863 at 
Reading, PA. He later applied for a service pension as an invalid. 

1 03. Adam Dundore - Bern Branch 
Born: January 2, 1 844 

Adam enlisted as a Private in Company I 101 st Infantry Regiment Ohio on August 30, 
1 862. Just 3 months later on November 12, 1 862 he died from disease at Danville, 
Kentucky. 

49. George Dundore - 1 . John Dundore Branch 

George joined Company C Pennsylvania 202 nd Infantry Regiment on September 3, 1864. 
He was mustered out of the service on August 3, 1 865 at Harrisburg, PA. We assume 
that George survived the War, but don't know of his condition. His father, John filed for 
his Military Pension in 1 892. 






(64) WILLIAM H DUNDORE'S DISTANT CIVIL WAR KIN 
SOME DESCENDANTS OF 1. JOHN DUNDORE 



~ 



Although brothers 1 . Jacob and 1 . John first settled in Berks County, PA after coming to 
America, John did not stay there his entire life. He is reported to have died in York 
County, PA in 1 774. Through time, his descendants have spread into Maryland and 
Virginia. It would be difficult to find them all and after all they are not our direct 
ancestors, but nonetheless, kinfolk can be interesting. 



(46) Elijah Dundore 



Sex: 

Birth: 

Death: 

Buried: 

Married: 



Birth: 

Death: 

Buried: 

Children: 



Male 

9 September 1791 - Virginia 

27 May 1860-VA 

Blosser Cemetery - Rockingham Co. VA 

Eliza 1 st wife 

B. unk D. abtl840 



«nd 



wife 



Nancy (Grove) 2 

abt 1808-VA 

10 Jan 1881 -VA 

St. Jacobs Lutheran Church Cemetery - VA 

56. Samuel J b Sept. 20, 1838 d. Mar. 3, 1918 

57. David C b. Nov. 20, 1840 d. Feb. 15, 1912 



Elijah Dundore was born in the Shenandoah Valley area of 
Virginia. At the age of 23 he was fighting in the War of 
1812 from August 1814 to February 1815.* He was a 
member of Captain William McMahon's Company, of the 




1 16 lh Regiment of Rockingham 3 rd Division Cavalry, under B 
Major Woodford's command. 

In 1838, he is found farming 100 acres of his own land in Rockingham County. Soon his 
sons, Samuel J. and David C. were born and shortly after he marries Nancy Grove on 
July 21, 1842.** Records show that Elijah and Nancy owned slaves in 1850 and 1860, 
the year Elijah died from paralysis.*** 




At the outbreak of the Civil War, Samuel J, then 24 yrs. and 
David C, 23 yrs. joined the war on the side of the Confederate 
States of America. Taking their own horses and saddles, they 
Joined Company H of the 12 th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry. 



^ 



* Index to the compiled Mil. Service Records for the Vol. Soldiers Who Served During 

the War of 1812 

** Virginia Land, Marriage, and Probate Records, 1639-1850 

*** U.S. Federal Census Mortality Schedules. 1850-1880 



As with all Virginia cavalry, their regiment was under the overall command of General 
Robert E. Lee and like most, under the immediate command of Major General Jeb Stuart. 
Virginia being the cockpit of Civil War hostilities afforded the brothers with much hard 
riding and fighting. One memorable battle was that of Antietam/Sharpsburg, Maryland, 
where they guarded the lower crossings of Antietam Creek on the right flank of the Army 
of Northern Virginia. Today, this area is known as Burnsides Bridge after Union General 
Ambrose Burnside, who spent much of the day trying to cross there. 



- 



Having survived the war, both brothers returned to raise families and farm the 
Rockingham County countryside. This time, however, without the use of slave labor. 



SCHEDULE 2. Slave Inhabitants in f~& ~ Ae/tyeS _ in the County of ,J5*/«i f£**er~> 'fetate 
of 'Pttatttt*. , enumerated by me, on the _^-£ day of J**-£*j ,1850. Jutp* ■ ftirmjiMv AuiMmhai. 
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Report showing Elijah Dundore's slave inhabitants in 1850 
Note - 10 year old female slave listed as mulatto 
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(239) JACOB TRUMAN DUNDORE 



Sex: 


Male 


Birth: 


23 February 1862 


Death: 


29 April 1892 - Chicago, IL 


Buried: 


Graceland Cemetary - Chicago, IL 


Father: 


William E. Dundore 


Mother: 


Rebecca Dundore (Cochran) 


Married: 


Sophia Hechtabt 1885 


Born: 


28 February 1864 - Chicago, IL 


Death: 


25 September 1927 - Chicago, IL 


Buried: 


Graceland Cemetary - Chicago, IL 


Children: 


386. Mabel, b. May 1886 




387. Albert A., b. June 1887 

388. Rosa Bertha b.October 27, 1889, d. November 17, 1959 



... 



(239) Jacob Truman Dundore and Sophia Hecht were born 2 years apart of each other in 
Chicago, IL. Jacob is listed in the 1880 census as 1 7 years old and working as a 
salesman. Tradition has it that at one time he also worked as a "'chicken plucker". He 
and his widowed mother, Rebecca, and 3 brothers were living at 273 Hurlbut St. in a 
rented apartment. Also living in that building were William and Maria Hecht and their 
small daughter. 

Sophia Hecht, William's 15 year old little sister was still living a few blocks away with 
her parents at 605 Sedgwick Ave. One can only wonder how Jacob and Sophia met. Did 
big brother Bill introduce them? Did they attend the same classes in school? Within a 
few years around 1885, they were married. Also around this time, Hurlbut St. is changed 
to Cleveland Ave. and it is most likely at 281 N. Cleveland that their 3 children were 
born. This was also the address at which Jacob Truman died at a young age in 1892.* 

Shortly after Jacob Truman was buried at Lincoln Cemetary, Sophia received word that 
all the graves would be moved to make room for what is now Lincoln Park. Tradition 
has it that Sophia oversaw Jacob's exhumation and relocation to his present grave at 
Graceland Cemetary. 

Sophia and her 3 children stayed together for the next 20 years being shown at 1244 West 
Diversey Blvd. in 1 900 and at a rented house at 1 1 13 Wolfram St. in 1910. By then, all 3 
children were holding jobs. Mabel, 23 yrs. was a sales lady in a department store. 
Albert, 22 yrs. was an assistant manager in a cycle factory and Rosa Bertha, 20 yrs. an 
office worker at a book concern. 






We don't know where Sophia Hecht Dundore was living in 1920. but family tradition 
says she spent time with her youngest daughter, Rosa and husband. Wilmer. She shared a 
bed with Wilmefs mother, Sophie Matthias Dillman with their granddaughter, Bernice 
Alberta sleeping between them. In 1927. Sophia Hecht Dundore died in Ravenswood 
Hospital. Chicago. IL. She was listed as residing with her son, Albert at 2259 W. 
Giddings St.. Chicago. IL.** 



_- 




_> 



JACOB AND SOPHIA DUNDORE ABT 1 890 



*Jacob Truman Dundore Death Certificate 
** Sophia Hecht Dundore Death Certificate 
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SOPHIE HECHT DUNDORE 
Abt. 1885 



Her Children: 
MABEL (not shown) 
ALBERT 
ROSA BERTHA 
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SO CLYBOUBN AVE., 
CHICAGO. 



ANCESTRY OF SOPHIA M HECHT - WIFE OF (239)JACOB TRUMAN DUNDORE 



MICHAEL HECHT 



Sex: 


Male 


Birth: 


abt 1 823 - Baden, Germany 


Death: 


unk - Chicago, Cook, IL 


Buried: 


unk 


Father: 


unk 


Mother: 


unk 


Married: 


Rosina Kindgott/Killgot 


Born: 


abt 1830 - Wurttemberg, Germany 


Death: 


unk - Chicago, Cook, IL 


Buried: 


unk 



Children: Emestina b. 1 850 - Buffalo, Erie, NY 
William b. abt 1852 - Buffalo, Erie, NY 
Friedrich b. abt 1 855 - Chicago, IL 
Joseph b. abt 1857 - Chicago, IL 
Emma b. abt 1 859 - Chicago, IL 
Carolina b. abt 1861 - Chicago, IL 
Sophia b. 28 February 1864 - Chicago, IL 
Albert b. abt 1868 - Chicago, IL 
Edward b. abt 1 870 - Chicago, IL 



\s 



Michael Hecht and Rosina Killgot emigrated to the U.S. from Germany and arrived June 
5, 1849.* Their ships name was the Queen Victoria and it originated in Deutschland and 
departed for New York, U.S.A. from Havre, France. Michael and Rosina were most 
likely married in Buffalo, N.Y.. as their first child was born about March/ April of 
1 850.** Shortly after 1 852 Michael and Rosina Hecht relocated to Chicago where the 
rest of their children were born. Michael was employed as a laborer and a ropemaker in 
the course of his life. 



*1 820-1 850 New York Passenger and Immigration Lists 
** 1 850 New York Census - Buffalo Ward 4 - Erie Countv 
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Detroit Narte Die* Her*; 
Notes Indicate Suicide 

Mrs. Mabel Bolts, 33, a nana, of 
9388 Martlndale avenue, Detroit, 
Mich., died yesterday at the county 
hospital alter she had been found un- 
conscious in a room at the Morrison 
hotel. She left several notes Indi- 
cating* she had taken a drug to end 
her life. 



biicci, no* le ntunrt iau auruptij joa- 

terday when one of the merrymakers 
shot Burke through the throat. He Is 
la a serious condition at the C oun ty 
hospital, unable to tell who shot him. 
When the police arrived at 'the Oat 
they found Mrs. Anna Hayes, tl, of 
6956 Harvard avenue. She sab] her 
husband, Michael, an employ* ?fn .the 
wa"tjr pipe extension bureau at the 
city hall, fled from the place with a 
couple known to her as Ida and Joe. 
She was held. 
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THEIR FAREWELL CACKLE 



■ 



THE LITES Or BESS SACRIFICED TO 
SATIfcFT CCBIOS1TT. 



Thar* Was t* H*» H» i « • *»6— il Chick- 
M- Pim lm' C«slMt-U» ml the So. 
Catlsd Champioaa Falling (o Fat in u 
< H— BW ch« AOUr Basoived luelf 
lata •■ txbl MUM ml Brothers' "kill a* 
Fowl -Jfardsrara — The Babe Crowed. 
The feathers flow last night. Ttcre was to 
be a "Grand Chicken Dressing" at 
Schneider's Hmll. corner of Larrabee and 
Wisconsin street*, and all toe : 
storting world tamed out to see It. Sports- 
men of ten years tilled the Balcony; soorts- 
maeof twenty spit, chewed, and smoked 
bad tobacco is Use pit A row of wemen 
were present and some of them, wuh 
maternal solicitude, brought infants at their 
breasts. 

The oerfortBaace announced for I o'clock 
began after naif past 10. By that lice there 
waafaodemociuD in tne sporting world. The 
balcony was dropoing rude Jokes into the pit : 
the pit was hurting repartee at the balcony. 
A slim young man at the piano tr:*d to stem 
the disorder by playing " Only a r'ansy Blos- 
som." Be was received with jeers. 

Sbakspeare's head, tunned on the prosceni- 
um, presided over toe stage. To the rignt of 
it were seven chlesen crates, containing the 
doomed fowls. To the left was a steaming 
caldron. 

The chickens seemed to be resigned to 
their fate. Though the caidrm hissed ana 
buobled to close to tnetn they Viewed the 
situation with fortitude, like victims of the 
Spanish Inquisition confronted by the rack 
or the stake. An eider'? fowl— long past 




\\ 



the orthodox age of chicken*— looked out 
contemptuously at the audience from be- 
tween her ban, much as a noble French lady, 
on her way u> the revolutionary guillotine. 
Blight have regarded the rabble (hat crowded 
around hertumbr.l. 

The pianist tried to soothe their last mo- 
ment* bv playing "White Wings" and 
••Sweet Violets." Hut the chickens hid their 
iifads beneath theu wings. They were dead 
to earthly considerations. 

About half-past v a man swung a pair of 
glistening;, silver-ntroas'ed Indian clubs. Ttwn 
another man talked ventnlou,a.ally with two 
Puppet*. But the chickens did not beed 
them. The stillness of death 1st- upon the 
hencoops. fj 

It was past Id before a young tnan. wnose 
occasional appearances on tne board* had 
excited deruiou, drew two barrels of saw- 
dust from beneath the stage and oegaa to 
. M prepare the t>i»ce of execution. The curtain 
was lowered while .he was at work. And 
the chickens neither moved nor clucked. 

The match was made tor*3u a side between 
Mr. William Dandore of Chicago and Sir. F. 
K. Wilson, surnametl the champion of st. 
Louis. When the sawuust had beeu strewn 
a mild out muddle-headed person stepred 
forward and said that Mr. Wilson had not 
come. For that reason the stakes went to 
Mr. Dundore. 

This announcement was received with 
jell*. '• We don't believe a word of it," 
cried the sports. 

" Then, gentlemen." said the muddle-head- 
ed man. "let me introduce to you Mr. Jacob 
T. Dundore. the champion chicken-dresser o! 
toe world." 

A table placed under the stage made a 
convenient step. An excited individual 
with short hair instantly mounted. •' Who 
says," he cried, " that J. T. Dundi>re is the 
champion chicken-aresser of the worid i 
Ch.ckendressing is an art -unknown to Eu- 
roue. In what part of Europe has Mr. Dan- 
dore tested nis skill!" 
•' Germany," ssouted a voice. 
" I am wiujis"," continued the short-haired 
individual, •• to back my friend Mr. Ban 
A Fisber. formerly of Syracuse, now of Chi- 
cago, against either of tne Uunaores." 

' Billy is matched against Wiisoo," sug- 
gested the muddie-head, feebly. 

- Who is Wiison •." criea the other. " Wil- 
son doesn't exist. Wiison is a myth. WO- 
MB is a fake. The whole a2air is a fake. 
Yon and the Dundores know it. There was 
no match, no deposit, no Wilson, nothing. 
nothing, nothing but a fake." 

The audience, already turbulent, were now 
worked to fever-heat. The two policemen 
who had charge of this mob ciutrSed their 
clubs nervously. A general scrimmage was 
imminent. Tne womou in the balcony grew 
frightened. They aad merely come to see 
cb.caeus killed , they were alarmed at a 
prospect of broken heads. 

Than the rjudalehead, who was umpire, 
timekeeper, and master of ceremonies, made 
matters worse by averritg that somebody on 
the South Side bad said uiat he wouid gill 
turee ducks whLe someooby on toe North 
Side killed one. All the chicken-dressers in 
the place rose to reyel this insult. A beiL- 
cose youth was so indignant that, soying his 
father on a front bench, he caught mat ven- 
erable person by tte bair and belabored hira 
until the police seiied him and clubbed him 
gentlr down-stairs. A glass of beer was 
sent by the proprietor of the hall to the 
youth's aged parent, who, revived thereby, 
viewed the rest of the proceedings with ' 
equanimity. 
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At twenty-Are minute* before 11, after tb 
jimp maa at the piano, frightened cut 
of his wits, tad performed " Mi. 
Through liecrpa" with trembling Angers, 
the curtain rose and disclosed Mr. Jaooo T. 
Ducdore. the champion chicken-dresser, in a 
Mm jersey, red belt, and black *aee- 
breeches: Mr. WiUuun Dundore, nis younger 
Mother, a callow youth; Mr. Peterson, in- 
troduced as the "champion chicken-,;., 
and Mr. Barteiier. toe " champion sea 

Cries arose oi "There they go!" •'Hire it 
to 'ein, boy»:" and the doomed c!: 
were brought forwaro to meet their fate. 
The women in the Oaicony were delsght*»o. 
One of them he.d up her oabv to see the exe- 
cution. And the babe crowed. 
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Tire rosrEvT rx pRfiGRE-s. 

One by one tne fowl* were drugged from 
the couuemned cells and banded quickly to 
Mr. Peterson, who was appropriately' at- 
tired in a red shirt. At Una point, 
seeing Mr. Peterson, penknife in hand, their 
philosophy deserted them. The noble calm 
tram the-,- hao preserved so well ga replace 
to terrible wadin«a and squaw-King*. - What 
are j-po doing!" "What are yon o, 
t*e? seemea w cry. Mr. Peterson held them 
between his knees and cut off their Msm*; 
and as each head fell the woawe ra the bal- 
cony counted "One." like tne ktutuns- 
woosea at the foot of the goUlotine. 

V\ hen the birds had oeen thrown into th* 
caldron, Mr. Jacob iiucmore proceeded u. 
dress them. Tnis he did by piuckuiat ofl 
their feathers Ov about sere* ssatkwisof his 
haads. He was accompanied or soch criti- 
cisms as "Go it. Jake:- -Good boy. Ja*» ' 
■ ■■- ju'ra jsstuuf u-taaad, Ja*e;" with tv 

rtoaa I si i W criticisms which the 

latin i 1 67 *a>injr. ■ tteawmber be'sgota 

Ifca task of or 
twen'. »ds was accompli*:. 

:ag less than four minute*. Aad that 

. 

- - ■ ■- 

•.ge*. isor* c;:,. 

r, ' ' end -a e- 
- ira* the 
'- '■ 

settling 

toe baic 
id, absoluiejj charged with the 
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388. ROSA BERTHA DUNDORE 

Third child of (239) Jacob Truman Dundore 

Sex: Female 

Birth: October 27, 1 889. 

Death: November 17, 1959. Chicago Illinois. 

Buried: Acacia Park Cemetery, Chicago, Illinois. 
Father: Jacob Truman Dundore 
Mother: Sophia Dundore (Hecht) 

Married: WilmerGustav Dillman. June 27. 1914. Chicago, Illinois 
Born: November 10, 1888. Chicago, Illinois 

Death: April 18, 1959. Chicago, Illinois. 

Buried: Acacia Park Cemetery, Chicago, Illinois. 

Children: Bernice Alberta Dillman. born: August 10, 1916 
Chicago, Illinois. 



Rosa Bertha Dundore (Rose) lost her 
father when she was just 3 1/2 years old. 
and along with her two older siblings, 
Mabel and Albert, was raised to adulthood 
by her mother Sophia Hecht Dundore. Not 
much is known about Rose's childhood. 
We know she lived with her family on 
Diversey Avenue in Chicago, where she 
attended school and later, in her 20's lived 
with her family on Wolfram Street while 
working in the office of a book company. 
At one point, while in her teens, she 
belonged to a dance or acting troop of 
some kind as evidenced by the photograph 
to the right. 

Rose's family was listed in the 1914 city 
directory, as living at 1515 W. School 
Street, in Chicago, the same year she 
married Wilmer Gustav Dillman. Wilmer 
had been living with his widowed mother 
Sophia and younger sister Olive Myrtle. 
just down the block from the Dundore's at 
1446 W. School Street. He and Rose no 
doubt met in the neighborhood. The new 
couple moved in with Wilmer' s family, 
where their only child Bernice Alberta 
Dillman was born on August 10. 1916. 






WTLMER GUSTAV DILLMAN 

March 1920 




Rose Dundore married Wilmer Dillman on June 27, 1914. 

Wilmer was born in 1 889 to Frederick and Sophia Dillman, of 29 W. May Street, Chicago, 
Illinois. Wilmer' s father, a motorman on a Chicago cable street car, died on the job from a heart 
attack in 1910, leaving Wilmer. his mother, and sister, Olive Myrtle to fend for themselves. 



The 1920 census shows that Wilmer, Rose, and their daughter Bernice were living in a rental 
home in the 4600 block of Campbell Avenue. Wilmer, working as a salesman, was employed by 
the Chicago Mercantile Exchange and as part of his job, doing a lot of traveling through out the 
Midwest. Before long, in the early 1920's, they moved west into the Norwood Park area of 
Chicago, buying their very first home at 5852 North Harlem Avenue. 




The home on Harlem Avenue was large enough 
to accommodate Wilmer and Rose's widowed 
mothers. Sophia Matthias Dillman, and Sophia 
Hecht Dundore. Their Daughter Bernice would 
often recall sleeping at night between her 
grandmothers, the "Two Sophie's'*. Hard times 
soon came upon them, when they lost their home 
in the "'Great Depression'. Like many other 
families of that era. the Dillmans would never 
fully recover. Wilmer also lost his job at the 
Exchange. He had been purchasing shares on the 
stock market since he was 1 9 years old, and one 
by one, saw whatever assets he had obtained, 
become worthless. All that remained were the 
four cemetery plots he and Rose had purchased 
in 1923, at the Acacia Park Cemetery in 
Norwood Park. Chicago, Illinois. 

Rose and Wilmer attempted to get back on their feet again. Wilmer went into a partnership and 
formed the D & R Decorating Service at 2500 Orchard Street in Chicago. The business was fairly 
successful, with Wilmer estimating and lining up the jobs, while his partner and employees 
performed the work. He and Rose never were able to buy another home, but did manage to obtain 
three vacant lots on Berwyn Avenue in Chicago, not far from their old house on Harlem Avenue. 
With their daughter getting married in 1935, Wilmer and Rose moved to a rental home at 4943 
North Merrimac Avenue, in the nearby Gunderson area. There they lived for almost ten years, 
until in 1949: their lives drastically changed once more. 

My Grandparents, Rose and Wilmer Dillman. 
(Barry Phillips) 

Rose and Wilmer Dillman were my grandparents on my mother, Bernice Dillman Phillips' side. 
My earliest memory in life is that of leaving their home on Merrimac Avenue, after I had just 
turned 4 years old. My grandfather had suffered a major stroke and was completely paralyzed, 
with the exception of moving his left arm uncontrollably. 

Standing on the front porch, 1 asked my father if my grandpa was going to get better. His answer 
was "I'm afraid not". My parents sold the house they had built only three years previously, and 
using the lots on Berwyn Avenue built a much larger home which included a one bedroom "in- 
law apartment". There, my parents provided for Wilmer and Rose for the rest of their lives. 

Rose cared for Wilmer 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, for the next 1 1 years. She would 
occasionally be relieved to go to Sunday morning church, or a rare evening at a local movie. With 
the help of my older brothers, she had a fairly large garden every summer. Not wanting to be 
totally reliant on her family, she would take in sewing work, and make crafts, which were sold at 




The Dillmans 
Rose. Wilmer. and Bern ice 



CEMETERY DEED 

Knom ill am bg u>»« prt««t«: That ACACIA PARK OEMETERY ASSOCIATION, INC., a corporation duly 

organized and existing under the laws of the State of Illinois, in consideration of 4_l§__S__s fits 

jfoTQ ■■■(lf t 3-^5.QQ) - ~ " ~ " ~ — Dollars, does hereby sell and convey, subject to the 

conditions, limitations, privileges and restrictions hereinafter provided, to £_US§£_§.«- _S_i—8§— 

J______ ...QM.S.&S9 J- - - of -Q.QOJJ County and Slate of 

..Jllly QiO. _ _ , the following described lot, piece or parcel of land, to-wit: 

goy foeea»- &aerSeg - f S.3«j - ) ■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■■ ■—- - 

LotNo..~i^5-t-l8i in Block SoI__Li_3 In C-;«esS 

Section of ACACIA PARK CEMETERY, situated In the County of Cook and State of Illinois, as shown by the 
plat of said Cemetery on file in the office of said Association, as a place of interment forever, and for no other purpose. 
No sale or transfor of the above described lot shall be valid without the consent of said Association endorsed on the 
conveyance. And the grantee hereby agrees that no transfer of said cemetery lot or portion thereof shall be valid 
unless conveyed to a member of the fraternal order of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons ; under the jurisdiction of 
the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the State of Illinois or any Grand Lodge recognized by the said Illinois Grand 
Lodge. 

This deed is made by said Grantor and accepted by said Grantee, subject to all the laws of the State of Illinois, 
now in force or that may hereafter become in force applicable to said Cemetery, also subject to the conditions, 
limitations, privileges and restrictions specified in the rules, regulations and by-laws of said Cemetery Association 
now In force or that may hereafter be enacted by it in conformity to law. 
3a ■Intro *brr»iif the said ACACIA PARK CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, Inc., has caused this deed to be signed 

by its President and Secretary and Its Corporate Seal to be hereto affixed, this _2l_a _. 

day of-.. September , A . D ., i8..SS«. . A 

ACACIA PARK CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, TNC. 

- Bj.WM^M'h'A [SEAL] 

- V 1— \/ ft Pre_teou 

Attest^^/yV--^ 4 ^-*^^---^" [SEAL] 

STATE OF TLLWIOS) j SZ^lLSSii J_ 

County of Cook ( 
a Notary Public, in and for said County, in the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that - 

3iE§S.1(...I(iS;ii- : J2.?.'t personally known to me to be the President 

of ACACIA PARK CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, INC., whose name is subscribed to the forogoing Instrument, 
appeared before me in person and acknowledged that as such President he signed and delivered said instrument of 
said Association and caused the Corporate Seal of said Association to be affixed thereto, pursuant to authority given 
by .the Board of Directors of said Association, as his free and voluntary act, and as the free and voluntary act and deed 
of said Association for the uses and purposes therein set forth. 

Given under my hand and Notarial Seal, this - • 

dayoi SejriSgrJS&« _,_._,»? - 

---.' _____ __03^i!_______________i 

Notary Public, 
STATE OF ILLINOIS^ j _• 

a Notary Public, in and for said County, in the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that — -~ 

- - ■ __a___E§_A IJiK personally known to me to be the Secretary 

of ACACIA PARK CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, INC., whose name is subscribed to the foregoing Instrument, 
appeared before me this day in person and acknowledged that as such Secretary he signed and delivered said 
instrument of writing and caused the Corporate Seal of said Association to be affixed thereto, pursuant to authority 
given by the Board of Directors of said Association, as his free and voluntary act, and as the free and voluntary act 
and deed of said Association for the uses and purposes therein set forth. 



In 1922, Mr. Street Lightfoot. representing the Acacia Park Cemetery Association Inc., purchased over 300 
acres of farm land from William Henry Phillips and sons, for the purpose of creating a cemetery for 
exclusive use by members of the Fraternal Order of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons and other similar 
groups. Wilmer being a Mason, and Rose belonging to the Eastern Star Association, bought four burial 
plots there in 1923. A decade later, rules were changed to admit anyone, but the cemetery deed above is an 
interesting read. Today. Wilmer and Rose Dillman are buried in Acacia Park, along with Wilmer's sister, 
Olive Myrtle Dillman. Also buried there, is their daughter Bernice Alberta, and her husband, Robert 
Phillips, grandson of William Henry Phillips. 



local school and church bazaars. This money was almost totally spent on spoiling my brothers 
and I. who would receive many wonderful gifts each Christmas. 

My mother took her father's illness very hard, and on advice of her doctor, started spending more 
time away from home, becoming active in the PTA, her church group, and other neighborhood 
organizations. Her and my father would often dine out with friends. As a result, I would spend 
many hours being cared for by my grandmother, Rose. 

I don't remember ever seeing my grandfather before he was stricken, and the only sound I ever 
heard him utter was something akin to "Bi Yah Bi Yah". Many hours were spent sitting next to 
him on his bed, and telling him of things that were going on in my life. I would often gaze into 
his eyes, looking for some sign of recognition, wondering if he understood anything I was saying, 
and what if anything he was thinking. What stories would he tell, and what advice would he give, 
if only he could. 

To help relieve stress and boredom. Rose had purchased a television set, one of the first in the 
neighborhood. Televised shows were at first, few and far between, starting with "Don McNeals 
breakfast Club" in the morning and after several hours of the station test pattern (an Indian in full 
head dress) would resume with "The Liberace Show". Rose and 1 loved both shows, but the 
evenings were always special. 

In her living room, lit only by the glow of the television, and a cigarette, we would watch live 
wrestling. Rose had become a great fan of a very muscular wrestler named Gorgeous George. 
He had long blond locks and was always attired in a rather skimpy, tight, men's bathing suit. 
There was a cigarette dispenser in the form of an Asian elephant, which upon the turning of it's 
tail would produce one "Chesterfield" per crank. I would do so, and then have the job of striking 
a match, as she chain smoked, and routed for George through the evening. 

Rose always kept her bible on a stand in one corner of the living room, and read from it every- 
day. Although I knew the answer, I once asked her why she didn't go to church more often. She 
told me that God was always with her, always in her heart, and would hear her every prayer, even 
if she was in the closet. Her faith in God and love of Wilmer was what kept her going day after 
day. 

In the mid 1950's a singer named Elvis Presley had become the latest rage, and Rose and I took a 
liking to the rebellious young entertainer. She could hardly hide her excitement when my father 
took us to see his first motion picture, "Love me Tender", and the following year, when his 
Christmas Album was released, Rose gladly bought it for me. Being 13 years old, I liked the first 
side, consisting of popular songs done in his "Rock and Roll" style. Rose on the other hand liked 
the second side which contained more traditional, religious Christmas songs, done in a much 
more reverent manner. Together, we would listen to the entire album, time and again. 

In April of 1959, Wilmer Dillman, after being bed ridden for 1 1 years, passed away in his sleep. 
Rose was lost, and 6 months later in October of that year suffered a stroke and died shortly 
thereafter, of a heart attack. I always believed my grandmother died of a broken heart. 

Each Christmas, once the tree is trimmed. I sit back and listen to "Elvis's Christmas Album" and 
remember my grandparents. Wilmer and Rose. How lucky I was to have had them. 



Brief ancestry of Wilmer Gustav Dill man 

(1) HEINRICH b. 1811 Prussia d. Oct. 4, 1888 Wisconsin U.S.A. 
Amelia, his wife, b. abt 1820 Prussia d. Mar. 26, 1876 WI 
Buried in Friesland Cemetery, Randolph, Columbia, WI 

Wilmer Gustav Dillman 's grandfather. Heinrich, came to America sometime around 1843-48, 
with his wife Amelia (Mary) and their three children, Dorothea, Mary, and Heinrich. They settled 
in the Hales Corner area of Milwaukee Wisconsin, and took up farming. As their family grew, 
many of their children moved Northwest to Randolph, Columbia county, Wisconsin, and bought 
farmland. Frederick (Fritz) Dillman moved to Chicago. Illinois, however, where Wilmer was born. 
Many of the Dillman family are buried in Randolph, Fall River , Wisconsin, cemeteries. 

Children 

2. Dorothea b. Apr 17. 1840 Prussia d. Nov. 1 5. 1910 U.S.A 

3. Mary Amelia b. Nov. 3. 1841 Prussia d. Oct. 5, 1879 U.S.A. 

4. Heinrich b. Nov. 9, 1 843 Prussia d. May 13, 1 898 U.S.A. Civil war-13'" U.S. Infantry 

5. August b. May 13, 1848 WI U.S.A. d. July. 7, 1919 WI 

6. Frederick b. Sept. 6, 1850 WI d. Feb.l 1, 1910 Chicago, IL 

7. Wilhelmina b. Jan .25. 1 854 WI d. 

8. John b. May 20,1 856 WId. 1923 WI 

9. Louisa b. Feb. 14, 1 859 WI d. 

10. Charles b. Dec. 7, 1861 WId. 



(4) HEINRICH Dillman JR. m. Lena b.l852d.l915Wl 
Children 

11. Anna Dillman b. 1876 d. 

12. George Dillman b. 1872 d. 



(5) AUGUST Dillman m. Anna Burns b. 1 857 in New Jersey d. Nov. 18, 1939 WI 

Children 

13. Henry P Dillman. b. Jan .26, 1883 WI d. Oct. 16, 1955 WI 

14. Frank Dillman b. Oct. 1, 1884 WT d. Oct. 9, 1945 WI 

15. Jessie Ruth Dillman b. Dec. 15, 1886 WI d. Oct. 10, 1967 WI 

16. Gertrude Dillman b. Apr. 4, 1 889 WI d 

17. Mary Cecelia Dillman b. May 14, 1892 WId 

18. Fredb. 1893 WId 1989 WI 

(6) FREDERICK Dillman m. Sophia Matthias 1886 b. Oct. 7, 1860 Chicago, TL 

d. Aug. 10, 1925 Chicago 
Children 

19. Wilmer Gustav Matthias Dillman b. Nov. 10, 1888 Chicago, IL. 

d. Apr. 18, 1959 Chicago 

20. Olive Myrtle Matthias Dillman b. July 24, 1890 Chicago, IL. d. Oct. 14, 1937 

Chicago, IL. 



(8) JOHN B. Dillman m. Alvina A. m. 1895 b.1875 d. 1970 WT 
No Children Found 

(13) HENRY P. Dillman m. Stella b. d. 

Children 

23. John Dillman b. abt 1906 d. 

24. Frances Dillman b. abt 1909 d. 

25. A. Dillman b. abt 1910 WI d. infancy WI 

(14) FRANK Dillman m. Agnes Rosseau b. Dec. 28, 1888 d. Aug. 15, 1964 WI 

Children 

26. Bernette Dillman b. abt 1913 WI d. 

27. Ruth F Dillman b. Aug. 5, 1915 WI d. Dec. 10. 2002 WI 

28. Charles T Dillman b. abt 1919 WI d. 

(16) GERTRUDE Dillman m. George Hall b. abt 1878 WI d. 

No Children Found 

(17) MARY Cecelia Dillman m. George Morrison Sims m. Oct. 14. 1919 

No Children Found 

(18) FRED Dillman. Frances Heidtb. abt 1898 d. 1981 WI 

Children 

29. Lucile Angela Dillman b. abt. 1920 d. 

(19) WTLMER Gustav Matthias Dillman m. Rosa Bertha Dundore June 27, 1914 
Chicago, IL b. Oct. 28, 1889 Chicago, IL d. Apr. 28, 1959 Chicago 

Buried at Acacia Park Cemetery, Chicago, IL 
Children 
21. Bernice Alberta Dillman b. Aug.10, 1916 Chicago, LL d. Dec. 15, 2000 Racine, WI 

(20) OLIVE Myrtle Dillman m. John Freeh 

No Children/Divorced 

(27) RUTH F Dillman m. Gordon Vinz b. Aug. 5, 191 5 d. Dec. 10. 2002 WI 
No Children Found 

(21) BERNICE Alberta Dillman. m. Robert H. Phillips Sept 26 1935 b. July. 18, 1910 
Chicago, EL d. July 25, 2003 Burlington, Racine, WI 

Buried at Acacia Park Cemetery, Chicago, EL 
Children 

30. Robert Wilmer b. Mar. 29, 1936 Chicago 

31. Ronald Jay b. Feb. 26, 1940 Chicago 

32. Barry Richard b. May 1,1945 Chicago 

33. Craig Adam b. Jan. 25, 1957 Chicago 



THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM 




Rose Dillman would sit in her darkly lit living room, smoking cigarettes dispensed from 

the elephant above. Loaded carefully into the box upon the elephants back, one turn of 

his tail would produce a cigarette to the cradle below his belly 



Courtesy of Brad Phillips 



Pastor Johannes Gerhard Kircher, 
of the German Evangelical Synod 
of North America /founded the Bethlehem 
Evangelical Church in the Lake View area 
of Chicago in 1883. Until World War I, 
services were held in German. Such would 
have been the case when Wilmer Gustav 
Dillman was confirmed there in 1903. 
His confirmation ribbon, now enclosed in 
glass, is a cherished family heirloom. 



Courtesy of Anne Phillips Cresswell 
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